\WE \XORSHIP

November 30, 2025
First Sunday of Advent

10:00am Mass
Reconciliation:
By Appointment only
(518-623-3021)

Mass intentions ..

12/21/25 Michelene Gray
Req. by her twin sister Richelene

Contact Danielle Robichaud to join
: the prayer Chain...or request
prayers:daniellerobichaud5 1(@gmail.com

e (e

To request a Mass intention, please call 518-623-
3021 and leave a message or drop a note in the col-
lection basket. Be sure to include your name and
phone # along with the name for the intention and
the requested date. The donation is $15 for each
intention. Mass cards are available at the office
Mondays or Tuesdays and can either be picked up
or mailed.

LEADERSHIP CONTACT INFO

S %ates to Reme®®

418 Immaculate Conception
V \a Monday, December 8th, 2025
a ‘ Mass 9AM
Christmas Day
Thursday, December 25th, 2025
Mass 10AM

RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY
MOMENTS
Being Surprised by Christ

Some people hate surprise parties. There are
those who are uncomfortable with a last-minute vacation
or even an unexpected travel upgrade. If it wasn’t part of
the plan, it’s a cause for consternation.

There is a temptation to view these folks as cur-
mudgeonly — sticks in the mud, obsessed with predicta-
bility. But I think if we’re being honest, there’s a little bit
of the surprise-averse in all of us.

Deep within the very heart of the element of sur-
prise is a kernel of shock. And shock, in the moment, can
feel similar to trauma. If we reflect on the most traumatic
occurrences of our lives — a loss, an accident, a calamity
— it is likely that we will say this: “It was the shock
more than anything that got to me.” Grief or fear, those
feelings were overwhelming as well, but they came later.
In the first moment, all we knew was we were going
about our lives on one path until we were thrust on a dif-
ferent one and then the whole future changed.

This is the natural rhythm of our life here on
earth. We never know what is coming — which is to say,
in a beautiful way, we always know what is coming.
More importantly, we know Who is coming.

Like the early riser who sets the “pre-alarm” (the
one on which he knows he’s going to hit snooze just to
take the edge off the disappointment of waking up), we
are always being given a heads-up in Scripture. From the
earliest prophecies of the Messiah to Jesus’ reminders in
the Gospel to the very last words of Revelations, God has
communicated to His stewards: Y ou know the time. The
time is now. We are called to constant vigilance, perpet-
ual renewal, steadfast accountability.

In the end, the coming of Christ may be the only
event in history that was a surprise, but not a shock —
and so it will only be beautiful, even for those who hate
surprise parties.

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS ©LP1

Our 2025-2026 Diocesan Appeal
has started July 21st. The assess-
ment for St. Cecilia’s is $11,857,
This is $2,421 less than last year.
Diocesan We have raised $3,808 which is
Appeal 33% of our assessment, along
with 17 gifts. By considering the
appeal early, parishioners can take advantage of
monthly installments to meet their pledge, Mak-
ing it easier on your budget. Thank you—your
stewardship is truly appreciated.

In Honor Of:

In Memory Of:

From:

Finance: Michelle Moore TRUSTEES Mary Carpenter and Laura Paniccia

\WE SERVE ' .
“Money has to serve, not to rule.” | .
Pope Francis
Donations for 11/23/25
Offertory $1501 Candle $19
Human Development $60 Medical Marijuana $35
Parish. In Need $25 Ministers of Care $239

Attendance 83 People TOTAL $1,879

We want to thank all those who contribute to our

offertory. Here in the Adirondacks, we have very long winters
and short summers. Without your support we could not exist
year-round. Thank you.

Our 2nd Collections
There are envelopes available next to the collection

bin for our visitors & those who don’t use envelopes:
12-7-25 Christmas Flowers

Next Sunday is the “First Sunday”
Collection of

FOOD for the pantry and
MONEY for the
NCM Emergency Fund .
CORPORAL WORKS OF MERCY!!

Thank you for remembering those in need.

There is a North Country Ministry Box as you leave the
Church.

Christmas Flowers Donation

This Christmas, consider making a monetary donation in
remembrance of a loved one. Donations will be used to
purchase Christmas poinsettias for the Church. Share the
joy of the season with others while you remember your
dearly departed. The deadline for donations is Sunday,
December 14th. The sooner the better!
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Say only what is True, Necessary and Kind

Pastor: Rev. Joseph G. Busch Temporary Associate: Fr. John O’Kane Pastoral Associate Admin: Barbara Carlozzi (518)796-7075 /st.ceciliaswarrensburg@gmail.com Bookkeeper & Notary: Richelene Morey Secretary: Dariyn Oehler


http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/p/popefranci521181.html

