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December 7, 2025
Second Sunday of Advent

10:00am Mass
Reconciliation:
By Appointment only
(518-623-3021)

2nd

OF ADVENT

S

Mass intentions ..

12/21/25 Michelene Gray
Req. by her twin sister Richelene

Contact Danielle Robichaud to join
the prayer Chain...or request
prayers:daniellerobichaud5 1(@gmail.com
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To request a Mass intention, please call 518-623-
3021 and leave a message or drop a note in the col-
lection basket. Be sure to include your name and
phone # along with the name for the intention and
the requested date. The donation is $15 for each
intention. Mass cards are available at the office
Mondays or Tuesdays and can either be picked up
or mailed.

LEADERSHIP CONTACT INFO
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418 Immaculate Conception
- . Monday, December 8th, 2025
“ Mass 9AM
<

Christmas Day
Thursday, December 25th, 2025
Mass 10AM

BENEATH THE SURFACE

By Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman

Mini reflection: It is so, so beautiful to be cultur-
ally Catholic. But actions, rituals, traditions, senti-
ments, nostalgia — none of it matters unless it bears
the fruit of a transformed heart.

Culturally Catholic

Catholic culture is so thick, you could spread it on a
scone. Or a baguette. Or a slice of ciabatta bread. Or naan
(Wait, do you put butter on naan? I would, because 'm
Midwestern, but I sense that this is, perhaps, incorrect).

Okay, maybe my comparison is imperfect, but what
I’'m saying is this: Catholic culture is delicious, it’s versa-
tile, and it’s nourishing. It’s the same everywhere, even
though it also looks and feels totally unique in every place.
The Day of the Dead in Mexico, Simbang Gabi in the Phil-
ippines, St. Patrick’s Day in Ireland, Meskel in Ethiopia,
Semana Santa processions in Spain: these are all touch-
stones of Catholic culture.

It is so, so beautiful to be culturally Catholic. But
today, when I hear John the Baptist’s words to the Phari-
sees and the Sadducees, I am reminded that Catholicism is
so much more than just cultural expression.

The Pharisees and Sadducees were loyal sons of
Abraham and scrupulous observers of the law of Moses.
Their culture, you could say, was strong. But John the Bap-
tist is telling them — and he’s telling us — that culture isn’t
enough.

Actions, rituals, traditions, sentiments, nostalgia —
none of it matters unless it bears the fruit of a transformed
heart.

It’s something to remember especially as we ap-
proach Christmas, a time when culture and cultural rituals
become so (beautifully) prominent. In the cultural practice
of Christmas, we are like the Wise Men approaching the
manger, bearing our gifts. But how terrible would it have
been if the wise men had hurried away, their culture ex-
pressed, their ritual complete, and gone back to the world
unchanged by the gaze of the Infant?

So be culturally Catholic. Bring these gifts to the
Christ Child — but linger there. Reflect. And then when
you return to the world, you will bring Catholic culture
with you. ©LPi

Our 2025-2026 Diocesan Appeal has
started July 21st. The assessment for
St. Cecilia’s is $11,857, This is $2,421
less than last year. We have raised
$3,808 which is 33% of our assess-

Diocesan ment, along with 17 gifts. By consider-

ing the appeal early, parishioners can

Appeal

take advantage of monthly installments

to meet their pledge, Making it easier on your budget.
Thank you—your stewardship is truly appreciated.

Invitation to Join the Art &

Environment Committee
St. Cecilia’s Parish is forming a new Art & Environment
Committee to help care for our sacred worship space
through altar linens, seasonal décor, and reverent
aesthetic preparation throughout the liturgical year.

First Meeting Details:

Date: Monday, December 15, 2025
Time: 1:00 PM

Location: Parish Hall

If you feel called to help beautify our worship space and
support this ministry, please join us! A sign-up sheet is
available in the Narthex.

In Honor Of:

In Memory Of:

Finance: Michelle Moore TRUSTEES Mary Carpenter and Laura Paniccia

\WE SERVE

“Money has to serve, not to rule.” | i .

Pope Francis
Donations for 11/30/25
$1407 Candle $19
Christmas Flowers $20
Attendance 79 People TOTAL $1,446

Offertory

We want to thank all those who contribute to our

offertory. Here in the Adirondacks, we have very long winters
and short summers. Without your support we could not exist
year-round. Thank you.

Our 2nd Collections
There are envelopes available next to the collection

bin for our visitors & those who don’t use envelopes:
12-7-25 Christmas Flowers

This Sunday is the “First Sunday”
Collection of

FOOD for the pantry and
MONEY for the
NCM Emergency Fund .
CORPORAL WORKS OF MERCY!!

Thank you for remembering those in need.

There is a North Country Ministry Box as you leave the
Church.

Christmas Flowers Donation

This Christmas, consider making a monetary donation in
remembrance of a loved one. Donations will be used to
purchase Christmas poinsettias for the Church. Share the
joy of the season with others while you remember your
dearly departed. The deadline for donations is Sunday,
December 14th. The sooner the better!
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Say only what is True, Necessary and Kind

Pastor: Rev. Joseph G. Busch Temporary Associate: Fr. John O’Kane Pastoral Associate Admin: Barbara Carlozzi (518)796-7075 /st.ceciliaswarrensburg@gmail.com Bookkeeper & Notary: Richelene Morey Secretary: Dariyn Oehler
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